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Evidence and Policy
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-
Objective

* Knowledge

Research
Academic vs. Policy

generation

- J

WITieh 3Te]8=Yled (Academic Research)

AT w (Policy Research)

4 )
Objective

* Problem solving
* Decision supportj

Data

Exclusive

-

-

o

Data

Inclusive

.

Knowledge
Analyzed data

~

J

-

o

Knowledge-1
Synthesized data

J

)

-

Scholars

o

Knowledge-2
translated into
policy solution

J

o

\
Policymakers
and

practitioners
J

Chart by: Deepak K. Khadka



RfercanmeTAl

Meta-analyses &
systematic reviews

Strongest

Randomized
controlled trials

Y1 S Cohort studies

Case-control studies

Animal trials & in vitro studies

Weakest



Meta-Analyses
of data in published studies

Cohort Studies

(e.g., multiple courses/institutions, mixed-
methods, broadly applicable instruments used,
examine diverse pop., steps taken to minimize bias)

Qualitative and Quantitative
Case Studies
(e.g., single course/institution, single method used,
instrument is site specific, non-diverse study population,
author/researcher may be curriculum
developer/implementer)

Practitioner Wisdom/Expert Opinion
(e.g., SERC/Cutting Edge webpages, JGE commentaries, In the Trenches articles)
I

Qualitative and Quantitative —_—

Filtered Information
= (i.e., analysis of published
studies/syntheses)

Unfiltered
Information
(i.e., original
- studies/

primary
literature)

|
Geo-SoTL (e.q. JGE C&I articles) 0

number of studies

Geo-DBER [e.q., JGE Research articles

2onoead Sujuies) pue
8ujyoea) pue s103eInNpa swou|



Why Think Tank?

To generate strong evidence for policy

EVIDENCE-PYRAMID

Strength of evidence I}
/N N\ -

Strong eSt } Needs Research Ecosystem
Synthesis of experience, \ Stron g er

Needs a large
number of studies

> Needs Think Tanks

expert views and scientific study

Committee-based
traditional practice

Types and volume of research ﬁ



Synthesizing diverse evidence in policy research:
From evidence pyramid to deliberative integration.

AT T HTTAT fATatr THTUTERRT HROIVOT: YATOT TOITAS 3@
fnRa T TE

Deepak Kumar Khadka
Nepal Public Policy Review, 5(1), v-xv.
https://doi.org/10.59552/nppr.v5i1.97



A reTauTTAT fafaer gATOTR 3T

Primary data Secondary data
§ C_EU Theme & Auth = £ =
eme & Author = %) S
53 82 |5 23 |.% |38 |=&
’ 55 |2 I3 |22 |53 |23
o n < o= Qo S0
1. | ~ Disability rights (Oli, 2025) v v v
2. § US-Nepal policy (Lamichhane, 2025) v v v v
3. | & Beekeeping (Kafle, 2025) v v v v v
4. “_; Equitable education (Koirala, 2025) v v v v v
5. | = |Value-added tax (Paudel, 2025) v v v v
6. % Street-vending (Sharma, 2025) v v v v v
7. | =z Log-scaling standard (Dangi, 2025) v v v v
8. Agriculture production system (Timsina et v v v
. al., 2024)
9. | & Climate-resilient tourism (Phuyal et al., |V v v v
S [2024)
10.| < Earthquake reconstruction aid v v v v
;3 (Karmakar, 2024)
11. . Environmental study delays (Rimal, v v v
o 2024)
12. % Affirmative action (Bhul, 2024 ) v v v v




Evidence Pyramid for Policy Research
(AT THETAAT THAOTHI TSIl HITT)

Deliberative
integration

" Empirical and analytical evidence

ERCERE R

HHIT)

Source: Khadka, 2025 (NPPR Vol 5)

Cross-source reconciliation (FgHId AdTHTT)

Triangulated interpretation

SaTE
Theory-guided synthesis (FEtT=a-TA1& RIa Fzersmm)
Delphi-like methods [ﬂﬂﬁmm fafen

Systematic reviews (aeifaeTa T#em)
Realist synthesis (ZUT¥arér H#ea9oT)

]
]

. o Qualitative meta-synthesis (3T0TTca® 3T8-FHeewoT)
O

Multi-source synthesis {H%'&TT—E HeewoT)

Surveys (FA&TT)
observational studies (3TaaFaTcHS ICATT)

o
O
o Qualitative field research (I[OTTcH= FUTd HeId)
o Cﬂmparatwe case studies (h ¥ HETH)

O

(Al

L

o4

JRIPE FHIOT)

Administrative data (FmAfAE d2aTSH)
Grey literature & Issue scanning (31 ETfge)

Media review (FATZaT T#em)
Descriptive sources (F0TaTcHa® H1d)

(]
Contextual and foundational evldanca o Stakeholder observations (TRFRAT HaaliFaT)
O


https://doi.org/10.59552/nppr.v4i1.89

External Factors for Quality Policy Research

Intersectoral
policy

alignment

Research
collaboration

Quality
Policy
Research

Misinformation
mitigation

Standards and
quality
assurance
mechanism

Chart by: Deepak K. Khadka



External Factors for Quality Policy Research

N Sk 138X (e
Mentoring
Research pre-review &
collaboration Reg poSt-review
6y ey, SHE -
Uing Nepal Public
Policy Review
Qualit Standards and 5 (IS,,DE PRN)
Intersectoral L quality
policy Policy assurance
alignment Research mechanism it
September 15, 2023

Misinformation
mitigation

Chart by: Deepak K. Khadka



Nepal Public Policy Review (NPPR) — a unique policy journal

= An applied policy research o e
. _ ‘#,,»' N ISSN: 2795-191 X (onhine)

Manuscript Journal must gener.ate (@)

submission pol!cy recommendations and

policy roadmap

= Only for external , 5
Pre-review researchers Nepal Public

improvement = Editorial assistance provided Policy Review
assistance for improving manuscript (NPPR)

I by Policy R

Volume 2, 1022

P eel"- reV|eW Seplember 15, 2082

—‘-——-—-——-—)‘

Post-review v Methodology
FGYISIOn v Flndlngs
assistance v Policy
Recommendations

v Policy Roadmap

Publication




R-P Collaboration/Self-expansion for NPPR article

R = Researcher; P = Policy actor

Start

Finish

S—

1. All-time collaboration

2. Single start and final collaboration

3. Researcher’s inquiry expands to Policy domain

4. Policy actor’s inquiry expands to Research domain




Policy Research Quality

Research

ECOSyStem collaboration

Evidence Pyramid
Deliberative
& external factors iagration
: | Misinformation
Q ua I Ity - o .._ - ..:-....- ————— - — - m |t|gat|0n
assurance & Empirical and
& analytical evidence
Validation § | " Contextual and foundational |

3. evidence

Intersectoral

policy coherence

Chart by: Deepak K. Khadka
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AqTel AIHRH! ST HeATeh! [aaT0T (The Red Book)
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Source: o€ HG_i?qT feaeleT 119 https://old.mof.gov.np/en/2019/04/26 /news/news/1682



https://mof.gov.np/category/redbook
https://old.mof.gov.np/en/2019/04/26/news/news/1682
https://old.mof.gov.np/en/2019/04/26/news/news/1682
https://old.mof.gov.np/en/2019/04/26/news/news/1682
https://old.mof.gov.np/en/2019/04/26/news/news/1682
https://old.mof.gov.np/en/2019/04/26/news/news/1682
https://old.mof.gov.np/en/2019/04/26/news/news/1682
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Relevant theories (TO BE REVIEWED)

Ross, S. A. (1973). Principal-Agent Theory.
(Foundation for modern agency theory. Explores what happens when one party (the
principal) delegates authority and decision-making power to another party (the agent)
to act on their behalf)

Moe, T. M. (1989). The Politics of Bureaucratic Structure.
(Crucial for explaining why politicians deliberately design bad organizations).

Tirole, J. (1986). Hierarchies and Bureaucracies: On the Role of Collusionin
Organizations.
(Mathematical and theoretical framework of politician-bureaucrat corruption).

McChesney, F. S. (1997). Money for Nothing: Politicians, Rent Extraction, and
Political Extortion.
(Perfect for framing the "political hook" as an extraction tool).


https://www.researchgate.net/publication/4721698_The_Economic_Theory_of_Agency_The_Principal's_Problem
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/247947716_The_Politics_of_Bureaucratic_Structure
https://www.regulation.org.uk/library/1986_Tirole_Hierarchies_and_Bureaucracies.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Money-Nothing-Politicians-Extraction-Political/dp/0674583302

Thank You!

Participants
Announcement 2026/05/20
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— (Public Administration Association of Nepal — PAAN)
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1 Sue

4 . o / & ublic Administratio... (Host
"Fixing the Foundation: The Strategy for Better Policy in Nepal" ' ' : »c‘;?(_ ,, T e ¢

Hira Shrestha Deepak Khe;dke (PRI) Krishna hari baskota krishna hari baskota &blic Administration Assoc...

Kh | Krishna hari baskota (Co-host)

: . . . . Bishnu Raj Upreti, PhD, NEPAL
Bhuwan Puri Chandrika Pandit Bimla a\‘ Qi Bistn Rei Upreti
PAAN Bishnu Raj Upreti, th, NEP... Bhuwan Puri Chandrika Pandit Jamur'ra Dangal® (_x) Dr. Bishnu Raj Upreti
Birendra Chakra Pani Pa... Dr. Narayan Sarita . Invite Mute all
l ALK d S et B Birendra Chakra Pani Pandey Dr. Narayan
\ / Dr. Dipak Kumar Khadka 7 T —— 2 Shara'screan

& Head of Research Division Madhu R. Acharya T
he Policy R h ! : s ailie ; , . RS :
\_/ e I:sﬂ:t::Z (:f:;arc President, PAAN Santosh j Rajendra Adhik...  Hiramani Ghimi...  Tribhuvan Shre... i ohars st
a

=~ Santosh Ram Th;;aliy Rajendra Adhikari Hiramani Ghimire Tribhuvan Shrestha
Zoom ID: 4793324163 Frfa: RO%3 WS & A ST (20 May 2026) Window size when viewing a share|

> V HHY | ¢ 9:30 &9 (7.30 PM,KTM Ti - bl
Passcode: PAAN W 3 ( e Shanti Shakya 10817 ﬂaél YUBARAJ @® Maintain current size

Shanti Shakya Namuna Pandey * e gad YUBARAJ Enter into fullscreen

Web: www.paan.org.np. Email: paan.Kathmandu@gmail.com, Info@paan.org.np

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091871213219, linkedin.com/in/paan

PAAN Nepal's Post: https://tinyurl.com/kfrknecf
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